
HOW BILLS BECOME LAW IN ILLINOIS 
 
 ORIGIN: The proposed law (bill) is introduced into either 

the State Senate or House of Representatives by its 
sponsor.  You can suggest legislation to your legislator, or 
to one of the committees or commissions who might 
sponsor it. 
 
 FIRST READING: The bill is introduced into either the 

House or Senate and given the designation of H.B. or S.B.  
It is read by title and assigned to a standing committee for 
study and recommendation.  Open committee meetings are 
opportune times to present and support your opinions, 
before the bill ever reaches the floor for debate. 
 
 COMMITTEE ACTION: The committee has three options: 

1) Table the bill.  The bill is defeated if it is not considered 
within 45 days or before session adjourns. 2) Recommend 
"do not pass" which defeats the bill. 3) Recommend "do 
pass" either as it is or with amendments.  The bill returns to 
the floor. 
 
 SECOND READING: Amendment stage. Members 

debate and vote only on the amendments recommended by 
the committee or introduced by legislators on the floor. 
 
 THIRD READING: Members debate the merits of the bill, 

as amended, and vote.  The House requires 60 votes for 
passage of the bill, the Senate 30 votes. 
 
 PROCESS REPEATED: When chamber of origin passes 

a bill, it is sent to the other chamber and the process is 
repeated.  If the second chamber passes the bill without 
further amendments, it is sent to the governor for his 
signature.  If the second chamber amends the bill, it is 
returned to the original chamber for concurrence.  If 
approved, the amended bill is sent to the governor.  If the 
original chamber rejects the new amendments, the bill is 
sent to a joint conference committee to work out differ-
ences.  If both chambers accept the committee report, the 
bill is sent to the governor.  If the committee report is 
rejected, the bill goes to a second  joint conference 
committee.  If this second report is rejected, the bill fails. 
 
 GOVERNOR'S ACTION: The governor has 60 days to 

take action--if he fails to do so, the bill becomes a law 
automatically.  If the bill is vetoed, it is sent back to the 
General Assembly, where the veto can be overridden by a 
vote of three-fifths in both chambers. 
 
**NOTE: When writing to your legislators, be sure to explain 
specifically how the bill will affect your business.  This will allow 
them to see clearly the impact of their votes.  Remember, they can 
only know what you tell them. 

 

QUINCY ELECTED OFFICIALS 
MAYOR 730 Maine St. ........... 228-4545 
 John Spring (D) Fax:........................... 228-4546 
   
CITY CLERK 730 Maine St. ........... 228-4510 
 Jenny Hayden (D)  
 
TREASURER 730 Maine St. ........... 228-4575 
 Peggy Crim (D)  
 
ALDERMEN 

1st Ward: 
 Virgil Goehl (D) 401 Gardner Park .... 223-2135 
 Ben Bumbry (D) 1019 N 7th St ………..222-0765 
 
2nd Ward: 
 Dave Bauer (D) 1612 Chestnut ......... 224-3822 
 Steve Duesterhaus (D) 2215 Oak .................. 224-7576 
 
3rd Ward: 
 Kyle Moore (R) 2897 Hampshire ..... 316-6548 
 Paul Havermale (R)  3303 Lindell St.. ....... 224-4504 
 
4th Ward: 
 Tony Sassen (R) 2129 Grove Ave ....... 223-2037 
 Mike Farha (R) 2043 Vermont .......... 228-1741 
 
5th Ward:  
 Mike Rein  (R) 2901 Scotia Trai...... .223-7979 
 Jennifer Lepper (R) 2600 Monroe ............ 223-4373 
 
6th Ward: 
 Dan Brink (R) 2311 St. Charles Dr 222-6223 
 Raymond Vahlkamp (D) 1025 S. 18th ............. 223-7679 
 
7th Ward: 
 Jack Holtschlag (D) 633 Monroe St ........ 223-4675 
 Richard Reis (D) 716 Monroe .............. 224-3598 

 
 
 

 
 

ADAMS COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS 
 
CHAIRMAN 
 Mike McLaughlin (R) 2200 York ................. 224-7512 
 
DISTRICT #1 
 Richard C. Reis (D) 1000 St. Charles....... 228-0830 
 Connie Sparks (D) 327 Elm St ................ 221-9541 
 Nick Peters (D) . ................................................  
 
DISTRICT #2 
  .................................................  
 William Cole, Jr (D) 2900Bluff Ridge Dr ..223-0377 
 Randall K. Reis (D) 2005 Spruce St......... 224-3598 
 
DISTRICT #3 
 Kent Snider (R) 1330 S 24th St. .......... 224-2672 
 *Mike McLaughlin (R) 2200 York St ............ 224-7512 
 Todd Duesterhaus (D) 801 S 14th St ............ 223-6375 
  
DISTRICT #4 
 John Heidbreder (R) 2700 Monroe ............ 222-8935 
 John Johnson (R) 1700 Manor Hill ........ 224-3833 
 Joe Wand (R) 436 Hickory Pointe #1 ......224-7064 
 
DISTRICT #5 
 Matt Obert (D) 5730 Audobon Ln .... 222-4633 
 Mark Peter (R) 1968 E 1250th St ....... 936-2656 
  Mendon, IL 62351 
 Rick Gengenbacher (R) 1328 Columbine....... 222-4127 
 
DISTRICT #6 
 John C. Hibbert (R)  1643 N 1800th Ave.... 455-2475
  Paloma, IL 62359 
 John Brady 
 Seldon Totsch (R) Rt 2 Box 141............. 338-4246 
  Liberty, IL 
  
DISTRICT #7 
 Theresa Bockhold (R) 6907 Hwy 96 S.......... 656-3877
  Payson, IL 62360 
   
 Robert L Scott (R) 3722 S 24th St .......... 223-9150 

 
 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS  



 
 The President – Barack Obama 
 The White House 
 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 Washington, DC  20500 
 (202) 456-2215 
 Fax: (202) 456-2461 
 Email:  President@whitehouse.gov   
U.S. SENATE: 
 Switchboard: (202) 224-3121  
  
 Richard J. Durbin (D) 
   309 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
   Washington, DC  20510 
   (202) 224-2152 
   Fax:  (202) 228-0400 
   Email: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 
   525 South 8th St. 
   Springfield, IL  62703 
   (217) 492-4062 / 800-252-8463 
   Fax: (217)492-4382 
 
 Sen. Roland Burris (D) 

• 523 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.  
Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-2854 
Fax: (202) 228-3333 
Email: Senator_RolandBurris@Burris.Senate.gov 

 
           607 East Adams Ste 1520 

Springfield, IL 62701 
(217) 492-5089 
Fax: (217) 492-5099 

 
U.S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 Switchboard: (202) 225-3121  
 Rep Phil Hare (D) - District #17 
  428 Cannon HOB 
  Washington, DC 20515-1317 
  (202) 225-5905 
  Fax: (202) 225-5396 
  http://hare.house.gov 
 
  2001 52nd Ave #5 
  Moline, IL 61265 
  (309) 793-5760 
  Fax:  (309) 762-9193 
   
 Rep. Aaron Schock (R) - District # 18   

 509 Cannon HOB  
Washington, DC 20515 

   (202) 225-6201 
   (202) 225-9249 
   http://schock.house.gov 
 
   100 N.E. Monroe Street Rm100 
   Peoria, IL 61602 
   (309) 671-7027 
   Fax: (309) 671-7309 
    
STATE OFFICIALS 

 Governor Pat Quinn 
 Capitol Bldg Room 207 
 Springfield, IL 62706-1150 
 (217) 782-6830 
 Fax: (217)  
 Email: Governor@state.il.us 
 
ILLINOIS SENATE:  
 John Sullivan (D) - District #47 
  926 Broadway, Suite 6 
  Quincy, IL 62301 
  (217) 222-2295 
  Fax: (217) 222-2944 
  Email: jsullivan@senatedem.ilga.gov 
 
  Rm. 417, State Capitol 
  Springfield, IL  62706 
  (217) 782-2479 
  Fax:  (217) 558-0168 
 
ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 Jil Tracy (R) - District #93 
   3701 East Lake Center  Suite 3. 
   Quincy, IL  62305 
   (217) 223-0833 
   Fax:  (217) 223-1565 
   Email: jiltracy@jiltracy.com 
 
   205 A-N Stratton Bldg 
   Springfield, IL  62706-7012 
   (217) 782-8096 
   Fax:  (217) 782-7012 
 
For further legislative information, contact:  
   United States Chamber of Commerce 
   Legislative Action Department 
   1615 H Street, N.W. 
   Washington, DC  20062 
   (202) 659-6000 
   www.uschamber.com 
 
   Illinois State Chamber of Commerce 
   Capitol City Office   
   215 East Adams St. 
   Springfield, IL  62701-1199 
   (217) 522-5512 
   www.ilchamber.org  
   Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce 
   300 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 245 
   Quincy, IL  62301-4169 
   (217) 222-7980 
   www.quincychamber.org 
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                         300 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 245 

        Quincy, IL  62301-4169 
           www.quincychamber.org 

 


